Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes

February 27, 2011

Present:  Father Crowley, Charlie Norvish, Barbara Norvish, Dave English, Joyce Domingos, Liz Larkin, Manny Rebello, Suzanne Whitehead, Jane Fitzgerald, Ernie LeBlanc, Debbie Olean, Maggie McGee 

I. Minutes from January 16, 2011 accepted as is.
II. Old business

A. hall floor drains are finished. Floor will be done at a different time
B. Boiler working well
C. Very high heating bill despite not being used very much. Lots of lost heat via the parish hall windows.  Suggestion was made to have Middleboro Gas and Electric do an energy audit (free) and have them tell us where the problems are.  
D. Alarm system – Father Crowley told a story about the alarm going off (4 a.m.) motion sensor – set off by balloons moving with the air circulation.  Another call saying door was open – 3 cruisers arrived with a dog.  The wind had opened the door that wasn’t closed tightly.  4-5 calls have been sent in to the police.  It’s been several weeks since these calls.  We’re getting better at knowing the system.
E. Riverside Banquet – all set.  Contract signed for June 18th dinner (5 p.m. – 10 p.m.).  $200 deposit was sent in.  Leaning towards chicken/steak/chocolate cake choice.  Father Crowley will get a committee together to work on specific details.
F. St. Vincent de Paul: - looking for someone to give us updates on things.
1. Acquiring a new van.  Received enough money to purchase one ($28,000).  Mutual Bank gave them a loan for $5000.  Received wonderful donations!  Lots of large sums of unanimous donations.  The van will make things much easier.
2. Approximately 400 families use the food bank.  Plenty of food which is a “blessing.”

G. Representatives from the Archdiocese are coming to do “Transformed in Love” on March 20 & 27.  They are bringing their psychologist and other members.  Our Marriage Prep facilitators will get trained.  Our trainers will have to pay a cost to get this training.  16 hour training program which takes the teachings of the church and puts it in perspective of what a Catholic marriage should be.  Father Jason will be the priest to assist with the program.  8 couples are signed up so far but usually the last week has many more sign ups.  (Maximum is 20 couples)  Couples pay $190 which includes breakfast and lunch and materials for these 2 days.  Program includes a teaching mass. A couple getting married must attend a marriage prep program.  Marriage Prep group is sponsoring “Renewal of Vows” mass at 4:00 p.m. this Saturday.
H. “Catholics Come Home Campaign” is going fairly well.  Mostly a media campaign. Holly, Gina and Carol went to a meeting this past week regarding it.  Holly would like to tell us more about it perhaps during our next meeting.  Archdiocese would like each parish to conduct their own specific thing to assist in CCHC.  (i.e. trained greeters, meetings with people to discuss why they left the church, etc.)
I. Holy Hour for Life – pleased with number that attended.  St. Rose had some young participants.  Sacred Heart’s went well despite a minor distraction with several small children.

J. PPC Elections – new elections to be held in May.  Terms will be up for Madeline O’Leary, Liz Larkin, Claire St. Laurent and Manny Rebello.  If any of these folks would like to continue on – they must submit their name.  Nomination forms are done.  Election will take place on May 22.  That will be our last meeting – part of the agenda will be to count the ballots.  Election time frame:  
1. April10 – 17th = accept nominations – forms out
2. May 8 = biographies to be done by then

3. May 9 – 22 = ballots put together and run off

4. May 22 Elections held

III. New Business

A. “Lenten Longings” – McDaniel/Dias – have small group meetings to go over the scripture readings that will be read the upcoming Sunday.  Goal to get more out of the scripture reading when attending mass.  This program has had a disappointing sign up so far.  Existing groups seem to be just continuing and no new people joining in.
B. Confessions on Wednesday nights 6:30-8:00 p.m.  -  Will continue during Lent.  Wednesday night mass schedule will be altered to accommodate choir practice.
C. Masses during Lent – No mass of Tuesday evenings at Sacred Heart.  It will be held at Sts. Martha and Mary’s church at 7:30 p.m.  Having our parishioners attend mass there shows our effort to collaborate with our sister parish.  Attendance is dropping of at the evening masses.  It has gone from approximately 35 parishioners to now 9-10!  Might have to look at whether it’s worth it or not.  Stations of the Cross still take place at both Sacred Heart and St. Rose.  Holly is running a “Prayer” program and Father Jason will also have a program going on during Lent.
D. Big thank you goes out to Pat Eaton, who for many years has set up flowers, decorated the church and did all the ordering and planning. Thanks also to Sue/Ed Black.  These folks are ending their volunteerism.  Ed will help out when high things need to be put up.  There is a committee of approximately 19 people who want to help but no one among them wants to take the lead role.  There is a person among the volunteers who works in a florist shop.  Oak Point has a “Garden Club.”  Might someone from there be interested in helping with this??  Jane Fitzgerald will follow up by speaking with Doreen Westgate and she’ll call Barbara Norvish to let her know what she finds out.  The designer (who comes up with the layout) would have to be someone who knows the church.  Possibly Mary Warren from Oak Point.  Liz Larkin will also speak to another women at Oak Point.
E. Father Crowley would like Generations of Faith to do an evaluation of this year’s program and then report back to the PPC.  The evaluation would allow us to see how effective the program was in the lives of those attending.  This should be placed on the agenda for April.
F. Lamp post is out in front of the church – concerns were raised with the missing lights in front of the church.  Parishioners who are attending the nightly masses would be crossing a very dark street.  The electric company has been alerted and hopefully will address the problem soon.
Are there other ways we could better protect our parishioners crossing the road at night??

IV. St. Rose items

A.  Parishioner is rallying up folks to change mass schedule.  They’d like the
      9 a.m. mass to be at 10:00 a.m.  NOTE:  The Archdiocese is working on a
      plan that might switch out Father Jason (3 year cycle).  Father Crowley
      has been offered to get a newly ordained priest.  Changes in priests might
      help out making mass schedule changes but we don’t know what the
      future will hold.  Priests staffing changes may be coming up and this could 
      force us to have to drop masses if we don’t get a replacement priest.  It is
      not a good time to make any mass schedule changes.
     V.      May agenda item ---- Discussion on best time for PPC to have their meetings.



Do we want to change the day and time??

     VI.  Next meeting:  April 3rd, 6:30 pm, Sacred Heart, Middleboro.

