Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes
October 23, 2011

Present:  Father R. Crowley, Joyce Domingos, David English, Jane Fitzgerald, 
Mary Gabriel, Ernie LeBlanc, Maggie McGee, Bob McGee, Deborah Olean, Suzanne Whitehead, Ben Mackiewicz, Jeff Cunningham, Charlie Norvish, Barbara Norvish
I. Minutes accepted, with some minor changes, for the September 25th meeting. 
II. Old Business:
A. Vote on new co-chair and secretary – After a brief description of the roles of secretary and co-chair, a vote was taken for these two positions.                                                     
Barbara Norvish was elected as co-chair and Joyce Domingos was elected as secretary
B. Report on Lifting Up Our Hearts – There are 8 groups involved in the “Lifting Up Our Hearts” program.  Most groups are in/will be in their third meeting.  The meetings, which are going well, involve reading, scripture reading, reflections and discussions.  There are 2 groups at St. Rose and the remaining 6 groups are at Sacred Heart.
C. Walk for Life – “Went very, very well!”  St. Rose had a good showing (24 people) while Sacred Heart had fewer (7) attending.  There was a great, enthusiastic group of young people from St. Rose.  Father Matt, who was in charge of the youth ministry for the Diocese, was excited and impressed by the young attendees.  The Trembly Bus Company didn’t charge for the bus services.  There was no band for the youth group as they have had in the past but it was still a good day for them.  It’s great to see the younger generation involved.  Several families also joined in.  Some of those who didn’t attend were impressed by the enthusiasm of the youth group and hoped they could take part in it all next year.  A possibility exists to sponsor a group to attend the Washington, D.C. World Walk for Life in January.  Special thanks to Mary Gabriel for all the time she spends on the Walk for Life.
D. Annual Report – Many were impressed with its professional appearance.  Parishioners found it informative.  Some felt that when they read all the accomplishments over the year, they felt their donations were being well spent and they felt “good about giving.”  The Grand Annual collection seems to be better received when the notices go out by a professional company.  Letters with enclosed cards of the parishioner’s previous donations was impressive.  At this point, the Grand Annual returns seem to be a little less then last year.
E. Parish suggestion box to help with agenda for PPC meetings – index cards have been placed in the suggestion box to prevent isolation of parishioners input to the Council.  
1.  received suggestion:  Can we have a rosary society begin at our parish?  Father Crowley will call the person who placed this suggestion in the box.  In addition, we do have it after each daily mass.  We’d need other suggestions as to when it could meet.  Anyone can get together to say the rosary.  Barbara will call this person as well.  Everyone is invited to say the rosary on Thursdays at St. Rose after the 9 a.m. mass.  Also, every 3rd Saturday of the month, Sacred Heart says the rosary at 3 p.m.  This is sponsored by the Respect for Life group.
III. New Business:

A. Men of the Sacred Heart – this group contacted Father Crowley.  They are an organization whose headquarters is on Adams Street, Fairhaven.  This group of lay men devote themselves to honoring the Sacred Heart.  They conduct enthronements of the Sacred Heart.  Usually a picture/stain glass window or some representation of the Sacred Heart of Jesus is used in the enthronement service which involves prayers during the dedication.  Father Crowley thought that it would be nice that St. Rose conduct such a dedication service on November 20 (Feast of Christ the King) at the 9 a.m. mass.  This service has never been held at St. Rose prior to 2011.  Sacred Heart Church, who may have had this service conducted many years ago, will have it again sometime in June, 2012.  It is hoped that after parishioners observe such an enthronement service, they may want to have one conducted at their own homes.  Maybe we could carry it even further by having petition papers placed in a prayer box!!  Perhaps the bulletin could make mention of it.
B. Physical plant update – garage roof and office building projects completed, windows in Ft. Shea center need to be done, doors in church still need to be fixed.  It is hoped that at least the main doors and ramp door can be fixed this year and the rest can be done at another time.  We need to go to a better grade of door closers.  Wiring in the office building has been up-graded.
St. Rose projects – reconciliation room is almost complete

C. Revised Rite of the Missal – new wording in all English speaking churches will begin on Nov. 27th.  This has been in the works for 11 years (3 different commissions, 1000’s of people have checked it out).  The new books for the priests are beautiful but very heavy.  Alter servers will probably hold lighter lamented cards.  Pew cards will be available for the parishioners so that all will know the new wording and responses.  There are more changes for the priests as opposed to the parishioners.  
D. Sacred Heart Generations of Faith – Father Crowley mentioned that he sees folks attending Generations of Faith that he has never seen before.  He questions why he doesn’t see them at mass!  There are 600-700 people attending mass during the weekends.  Generations of Faith have more participants during their sessions but our priests are not seeing them attend the weekend masses.  Is there a weak link?  Why wouldn’t GOF attendees also attend mass?  If they did go – our weekly mass attendance would be great.  Is there something we can do to emphasis the importance of these folks to also come to mass.  We wonder how many of the children attending GOF have actually attended a mass.
E. St. Rose of Lima – question posed:  In some churches, the priest will give a short explanation about the mass readings that will occur during that mass.  It has been found to be helpful to the parishioners to better understand the reading they will hear. Can we do something similar??  It has proven to be helpful.
The kitchen is back – cabinets were donated, stove new and floor tiles paid for.  Some folks are “a little head strong” and so there needs to be someone to direct the projects.  Money may be needed for some of these projects as well.  Father Crowley said to make sure all projects are passed through him first.  It needs to be said that “this is what Father Crowley wants.”  Dave will get a group together.
Alter rug has some open spots that may cause a person to trip.  These spots are particularly noticeable at the steps going to the alter.  Father Crowley feels it can be addressed when the reconciliation room receives its rug.

IV. Next meeting – Sunday, November 20, 3:30 p.m. at Sacred Heart
Thanks to Jane and Suzanne for the delicious refreshments  (
