Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes

October 24, 2010

Present:  Father Crowley, Charlie Norvish, Barbara Norvish, Joyce Domingos, Liz Larkin, Madeline O’Leary, Claire St. Laurent, Suzanne Whitehead, Jane Fitzgerald, Ernie LeBlanc, Deborah Olean, Maggie McGee, Dave English, Manny Rebello, George Gabriel, Holly Clark
I. Minutes from September 12th accepted with two corrections.  No “d” in Lunt and 951 registered participants in Generations of Faith.
II. Old Business

A. Did a special blessing take place at Mass for St. Rose’s PPC members?

Yes!  Occurred Oct. 17th at the 9 a.m. Mass

B. Are some parishioners taking advantage of the “on line payments?”

Yes!  Holly Clark was #1.  Total of 5 parishioners have done so with the Grand Annual and 1 parishioner is doing the weekly offertory.  Our website gives you a link to a separate site that allows you to do this.

C. Did Fr. Crowley find anyone to repair Sacred Hearts stained glass windows?

Ernie LeBlanc will look at it and see if it’s anything he can fix.  We will get it fixed!!  Ernie knows a few places to go if he can’t fix it.
D. Can we sell the wooden church replicas at the November Generation of Faith programs?  They’d make good Christmas gifts and the sale could be advertised in our bulletin prior to the sessions.
Check with Michelle Sylvia.  Father Crowley would certainly like to sell the last 60.  It’s all profit from here.  NOTE:  We did have them available at all the Generation of Faith sessions except for the Friday evening session.  We sold 5!

E. How did the “Living Rosary” and St. Vincent de Paul Olive Garden dinner events go?

Living Rosary event was “nice and prayerful.”  Number of participants was low.  It would be more “noticeable” if it occurred in the evening when all is dark.  Participants who came in became leaders in the “Hail Mary’s.”  There were 26 who said the rosary with an additional 5 participants.  There was an event the day before – Fatima Rosary – held in front of the church and had 17 participants.  This event conflicted, time wise, with Generations of Faith.

St. Vincent de Paul Olive Garden dinner was very successful.  It was a complete sell out.  $2,900 profit.  Parish Hall was packed.
F. Are the other scheduled events still “on track?”

1. St. Vincent de Paul breakfast for March 21st has been cancelled.  They might like to do another “Olive Garden dinner” next year.

2. Marriage Prep – looking for a date to have a renewal of vows followed by a supper. They wanted Feb. 12th (4 p.m.) but the hall is being used by Generations of Faith. Maybe March 20th.
NOTE:  Marriage Prep program has 16 couples attending.  2 couples are from Middleboro and the rest are from places like: Cranston, RI, Weymouth, Cambridge Nantucket, etc.  These couples are very prayerful and committed to being married in the church.  The program seems to be very well received and is gaining a great reputation.  The Diocese is changing their program to model after the one being offered here in Middleboro.  What Middleboro is DOING seems to be what the Diocese would like to do.  A training will occur and then the new program will begin next summer.
St. Rose doesn’t really have a marriage prep group.  They have very few weddings – but – they still could be a part of the program offered in Middleboro.

A couple getting married had called Holly and was very impressed with the program, church, worship community and the marriage prep presenters (Barbara and Charlie Norvish).  This couple cancelled their wedding date at their own church and now want to get married at Sacred Heart!!

CONGRATULATIONS to the Norvishs for doing such a terrific job.  

3. Dinner dance – Riverside?

We’d need to charge at least $25 and need a minimum of participants.  Father Crowley will check with the Riverside
4. Cardinal coming to say Mass?

Possible date would be June 27th and have a dinner to follow.  Maybe it could be the same day as the dinner dance at the Riverside.  Father Jason has a connection and maybe he can help out in scheduling this.  Barbara will email Fr. Jason and then see if the Elks Club might be available.

5. Deacon James Greer?  Probably not til late spring because he is very booked.

6. Respect for Life Committee? An activity is scheduled for January 23rd at 3 pm. at Scared Heart.  It will be a Holy Hour followed by soup/sandwiches to be held probably in the office space since there is usually a small number of participants.

7. DO WE THINK MORE ADVERTISING WOULD HELP??

Newspaper articles, flyers in pews at Mass, cable?  Yes it would help!

G. Did the Environment Committee find space for their “stuff?”

Father Crowley recommends the basement room in the rectory where a former office was!  It has a big desk/shelves/file cabinet and has been painted.  The access is via the kitchen in the rectory.  The access stairwell is not really a safe access due to the railing.  Cellar stairs are not really good since the members are usually carrying heavy and awkward things. Not ideal but could work. There is also space in the back of the church where you come in via the side door.  It’s a low area with also bad stairs.  The balcony space is filled with things belonging to the Music Department so that wouldn’t be good.  A final possibility is near the tower.  There really is no one good spot.
H. Memorial/Remembrance Mass – November 7th at 11 a.m.  Invitations went out to all who last someone this past year.  Approximately 70 letters went out to Sacred Heart parishioners.  This event was sponsored by the Bereavement Group. 

I. Update on the “security system” project?

Bill Pye has ordered two camera’s for the Food Pantry area from his budget.  Fr. Crowley has proposals from 3 vendors who came out this past week and spoke with him, Gina and Mr. Hinds.  These systems try to make the facility secure (doors locked, windows closed, heat and lights turned on/off!)  These very expensive systems work on a “swipe” card which can’t be duplicated.  Proposals vary.  They can be very specific, hi-tech systems.  Fr. Crowley is trying to weigh if the cost is worth it.  There isn’t anything of real value in the buildings.  The major worry is arson.  

III. New Business

A. St. Rose

1. Spaghetti dinner – Do they need a permit?  Father Crowley said “Yes, you should.”  If alcohol is involved – that’s a separate permit ($135).  Alcohol makes things more of a liability.  

2. An employee’s job description was questioned by PPC members and Fr. Crowley will make sure it is being met.
3. Divorced folks – there are some parishioners who attend Mass that don’t receive communion and feel awkward due to the fact that they are divorced.  Is there anything we can do?  The problem is “divorce and remarriage” and we really can’t do anything about that without a lot of paper work (i.e. annulment -$700-$800 fees).  Is there a “paragraph/statement” that could be placed in the bulletin that might be helpful?  One of the themes within Generations of Faith deals with the sacrament of marriage.  Maybe this information can also be shared with the Marriage Prep group.
B. Sacred Heart

1. Strategic Priorities of the Archdiocese – Holly made a 

       presentation at their last meeting and made mention of the input 

      (via surveys) she received from the PPC.   4 main things came

       up:

a. importance of strengthening parishes (have more

       Archdiocese support

b. need to take another look at “why we are doing what we are doing.”  Theology of what we do.

c. Frustrations with the central administration who place demands on us that make things difficult

d. Approach we take toward evangelization - reaching out to members, making churches more welcoming.

e. Everyone seemed to be on the same page!  Desire to see the re-energizing of priestly ministries as well as laity and the religious sisterhood/nuns.  There was frustration noted with those at the meeting who felt these concerns have been stated before.  They have a lot of work to do and they are busy.  Participants have yet to receive feed back (minutes) from their meeting.
2. There is a need for more Eucharist Ministers.  Fr. Crowley has some names.  He just needs to contact them.  The 9:30 a.m. mass seems to be the most needy.

IV. Future concern:  Parking for the Parish Hall!  Where will we park once the old

             hospital is sold and no longer available for us to use.

V. Next meeting date was set for December 5th, 6:30 p.m. in Middleboro

