Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes
September 25, 2011

Present:  Father R. Crowley, Joyce Domingos, David English, Jane Fitzgerald, Deacon George Gabriel, Mary Gabriel, Ernie LeBlanc, Maggie McGee, Bob McGee, Deborah Olean, Suzanne Whitehead, Ben Mackiewicz, Tara Studley
I. Minutes accepting as is for the June 5, 2011 meeting and July 10, 2011 meetings
II. New Business:

A. Welcomed new members to the PPC as introductions were done around the table
B. New PPC meeting times will be as follows:  on a rotating basis meetings were bounce back from Thursday nights at 6:30 p.m. to Sunday late afternoons at 4:00 p.m.  This is to help lessen the conflicts in the present members schedules.
C. Vote on new secretary and co-chair was tabled until the next meeting – Thursday, Oct. 20th, 6:30 p.m. at St. Rose of Lima church.
D. Comments for agenda purposes should be added for suggestion boxes in the churches and possibly including a comment section in the weekly bulletin. It was suggested that an envelope or container of some type be added to the PPC information box already located at the entrances of both churches.  This envelope/container should be labeled ”Suggested matters for the PPC.” A PPC member from each parish will take care of setting it up.
E. “Lifting up our hearts” – George Gabriel said that this has been successful in several diocese and so we are trying it.  It is a 6 session, small group discussions on the up-coming liturgical changes in the mass.  This new format will lead up to the up-coming “Why Catholic” program.  Starting the first week of October, Holly is working on setting up the “Lifting up our hearts” groups.  Most meetings are in private home with one meeting in the rectory conference area on Wednesday evenings.  Another program entitled “Arise Together in Christ” followed the same format.  There was an initial investment of $1100 for training and books involved in “Lifting up our hearts” program.  When the changes do occur there will be folders in the benches that will help parishioners to respond with the new changes in the Creed and at the other times during the mass.
F. “Walk for Life” – George mentioned that the walk was to take place on Oct. 2nd.  They are trying to encourage people to attend.  A bus has been donated and only a tip for the driver is necessary.  St. Rose (via Carol Dias confirmation group) has a good number participating.  Very few have expressed interest from Sacred Heart. A bus will leave St. Rose and then pick up Sacred Heart participants at the Stop & Shop parking lot.  Thank you to the Tremblay Bus Company for the donation of the bus.
G. Update on the church properties and financial report –  from Fr. Crowley .
Administration and Finance Committee cover these topics but the PPC should be aware of these things.

1. annual financial report is coming out soon accompanied by a letter from Father Crowley. 

2. between the two parishes there is a $81,000 surplus.  We are in the black and doing fairly well with our financial concerns
3. stairs at Shea Center – 2 new pre-fabricated steps were put in

4. garage (thrift shop) roof had a hole and so the roof was replaced.  The footings to the garage were also being addressed.
5. huge branch fell and ripped through the telephone lines during the hurricane.  They’ve been repaired
6. Shea Center gas boiler is said to be “unsafe.”  Project pending
7. boiler replaced for the “pantry” area

8. Cemetery project – cemetery was expanded with 1500 new graves.  New road with a beautiful new grassy area for the new graves.  Cremation coming (circular structure with a figure on the top).  Project done saving about $20,000.  Final cost for project was around $96,000.  Sacred Heart still has an additional 9 acres of land across the street from the present cemetery if need be.
9. Office help got a raise – they did not get one last year
H. Generations of Faith program – Father Swencki was impressed with the program he observed.  He enjoyed it and would evaluate it highly.  Lots of people registered at the very end of the registration season.  Lots of new people (20%) registered after the registration period had ended.  Some of the St. Rose families have joined the Sacred Heart groups and some Sacred Heart families have joined the St. Rose confirmation groups.  Maggie McGee mentioned that she is enjoying the G of F. program being given by Sacred Heart.  She felt they were well organized and well run.  Fairly good number of young people had summer readings to do for 1st Communion preparation.  These youngsters (with their families) were then interviewed by Father Crowley.  All passed (.  
III. Other:

A. St. Vincent De Paul Society made over $7000 at their recent banquet held on Sept. 24th.

IV. Next meeting:  Thursday, Oct. 20th, 6:30 p.m. at St. Rose of Lima in Rochester
Car pooling available if you meet at the Sacred Heart Church rectory parking lot at 6 p.m.
Thank you, Jane, for the delicious refreshments.

