   Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima
Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

April 11, 2010
Present:  Charlie and Barbara Norvish, Mary Gabriel, Dave English, Regina and Manny Rebello, Joyce Domingos, Suzanne Whitehead, Claire St. Laurent, Madeline O’Leary and Holly Clark
I. Old business:

A. Accepted minutes taken on February 28, 2010.  Someone from St. Rose will need to make copies to put in the PPC folder in the entry way.
B. URGENT NEED:  St. Rose needs to address fixing the stove in the kitchen prior to their chicken barbeque. Propane tank is among the items that needs attention.

C. Rugs (Sacred Heart) – The rugs had become dangerous with opening seams.  They were repaired and tightened up.

D. Tower (Sacred Heart) – In the 1980’s, $350,000 was spent on the tower for some repairs that were done which included the fixing of the bells.  Unfortunately, the tower roof seam is either missing or was not sealed correctly.  In addition, no flashing was put in place.  As a result, leaks have occurred damaging things below the tower.  The bricks need to be waterproofed.  Steve Lunt will make this repair after he gets an estimate of it’s cost.  The roof will need to be continually monitored and fixed when the need shows.  Snow guards with gutters are being investigated so that the statue of St. Francis doesn’t get continually damaged.
E. Flood – With the exception of the Shea Center, the remaining 5 buildings received water during the recent storms.  The Archdiocese came and put in pumps and fans which helped tremendously.  When things dried out, they returned to remove the equipment.  This shows that the money that goes to the Archdiocese is put to good use.
F. Boiler (Sacred Heart) – There was one small problem with the boiler after it was fixed and Standish Oil came and corrected it.  There has been a noticeable difference in fuel savings already.  $10,000 came in on donations leaving slightly over $3,000 to be paid.

G. Mass schedule (Sacred Heart) will remain the same

H. Generations of Faith – We are all set with offering GOF next year.  Holly was in contact with the Office of Religious Education and although we have no response in writing, Sacred Heart was told they could just offer GOF to its parishioners.  Because of the programs scope and sequence, it was felt that the offering was a good one. Any parishioner from Sacred Heart who wishes their child(ren) attend traditional religious education classes may do so at another parish. First Communion and Confirmation candidates will have/get extra lessons.  St Rose will be offering both traditional religious education classes as well as GOF during next year.  

I. Triduum attendance:

Sacred Heart - Holy Thursday – 200, Good Friday – 215, Friday mass – 145,


Easter Vigil – church only ½ full, Easter Sunday – all masses full with

           the 11:00 am mass being packed.

St. Rose – throughout the Triduum attendance was up to 607 from 571 the year

         before.  Palm Sunday – 240 up from 200.  Each week the attendance 

         grows.

Collections were up at both parishes

REACTIONS TO SERVICES:

1. St. Rose – Ash Wednesday only offered a 7 pm mass which excluded folks who don’t like to drive at night.  It is hoped that this won’t be the only service next year.
2. St. Rose – Is there a possibility of changing the mass schedule to 9 am and 11 am instead of 8 am and 10 am?

3. Saturday Night Vigil – Can it start earlier??  Perhaps right at the time of sunset??

4. Sacred Heart – why were so many lights on even in the back of the church?  Can’t it be darker at the beginning before all the reader occurs?  It was mentioned that it is hard to see the readings with such dim lighting.

J. Anniversary news – Letters went out to all the ministries within our Parish.  Holly was a big help with getting the addresses to our 18 ministries.  Barbara is setting up meetings with those who have responded to see what they might like to do.
1. Generations of Faith has expressed interest in helping with the Easter baskets program.

2. Marriage Prep ministry has expressed interest in conducting a “renewal of vows” ceremony followed by a pot luck supper and dance in February.
3. Solidarity and Food Pantry will be meeting with Barbara to discuss their ideas.

4. Parish Pastoral Council would like to conduct a ceremony to honor our priests since it is “Year of the Priest.”  Perhaps Cardinal Sean O’Malley could come and say the mass and we could invite all those priests who have served both parishes.  Could Father Crowley investigate this possibility for us (especially what month would be good)?
5. Cook out dates – June 27, 2010!  St. Rose has the same date for their cook-out.  Is it okay that they are on the same date or should the dates be different?  Fr. Crowley is working on it.  

6. Cat’s Meow fund raiser proposed by Liz Larkin.  Holly has recently taken a picture of the church.  100 wooden ornaments have been ordered.

II. New business

A. Elections – Sacred Heart needs to replace 3 members (Ann Tucker, Joyce Domingos and vacant Naomi Gonzalez) and St. Rose needs to replace only one (Regina Rebello).  Following time line has been set in place:
1. April 25 – nomination conducted

2. May 2 – nominations completed

3. May 9 – Fr. Crowley notify the nominees

4. May 11-19 – nominees go see Holly for picture and brief written statement so ballot can be made up before Holly goes on vacation

5. May 22/23 – elections conducted

6. at our next meeting – Council members will be assigned masses to over-see the election process so that it runs smoothly (adequate ballots in pews, pencils, collection of ballots at end of each mass, etc.
B. St. Rose concerns

1. STOVE needs to be fixed prior to barbeque

2. envelopes say “St. Rose of Lima Church” while the bulletin says “St. Rose of Lima House of Worship!”  Can this be changed??  Holly said she’d take care of it.

3. There are 3 windows that are broken.  It would be a simple fix if money can be allocated.  Fr. Crowley??
III. Other

         A.  During Lenten evening masses – the front of Sacred Heart was always very dark.
               Parishioners wondered why we couldn’t have a flood light installed or some other
               means of cautioning drivers that parishioners would be crossing the road.

               Is it possible to have the lighted barrels from the police department which

         indicate pedestrian crossing?  It was also mentioned that on Holy Thursday it

         might be a good idea to have 4 parishioners with flashlights to control car traffic

         since the police department doesn’t always show up.

               B.Should we have the various ministries set up tables during Generation of Faith

                    registration to promote their activities and membership?  It was strongly felt by

                     many Council members that this was not a good time to do this.  Perhaps a list of

                    ministries can be made available.  It was felt that many ministries grow in size by

                    word of mouth.  Our bulletin could run a brief paragraph on the different 

                    ministries once a week until all have been mentioned.  Holly would be the contact

                    person for this.

               C. Discussion on Strategic Priorities in the Archdiocese.  A lengthy discussion took

                    place on the topic so that Holly would have input for her up-coming meeting.  All 

                    minutes taken by the secretary of PPC were turned over to Holly so she could put

                    her report together.  It is hoped that Holly will share her final report with us.

IV. Next meeting – TBA
V. Final meeting of the year –  possibly on May 23 at 6:30 at Sacred Heart to count ballets.

