   Sacred Heart Church & Saint Rose of Lima

Parish Pastoral Council

Minutes 

Feb. 22, 2009

Present:  Father Crowley, Cathy Levesque, Bill Pye, Barbara Norvish, Jack Roussell Regina Rebello Ann Tucker, Joyce Domingos, Liz Larkin, Madeline O’Leary, Claire St. Laurent, Manny Rebello, Holly Clark

I. Old business:

A. Update on church bathroom project.  Is it on schedule?

RESPONSE:  All things that need to be torn out have been.  The shell of the new bathroom and entry to the choir loft stairs are now visible.  Shell meets code for a handicap bathroom.  Plumber (who is the contractor) is due this week.  Planning and design has been very extensive and so the project is really not on schedule.  Church side entrance is still blocked despite the removal of the dumpster.  This side entrance will remain closed until the construction makes it safe to reopen it.  Handicap wheelchair spots will be done in the back of the church by making some of the back pews shorter.

B. Update on information regarding pastoral planning

1. Father Crowley’s review of “Dreams and Visions”

                              RESPONSE:  Father Crowley’s enjoyed reviewing the book

                              entitled “Dreams and Visions.”  He felt it had many good points

                             (i.e. on adult education).  Holly refers to the book in many of the

                             bulletin writings.  The second part of the book refers to making

                             programs.  In the diocese, we are not anywhere near the planning

                             phase.  The entire concept is new and we are only just beginning

                             to put thought together.  The Cardinal has taken off the idea of

                             having lay people take over some of the ministries.  This could be

                             counterproductive.
2. Was a meeting set up and/or held  between Sts. Martha and Mary and Sacred Heart/St. Rose pastors and staff?  

                     RESPONSE:  Father Daley and Father Crowley did speak about

                     meeting.  A date will be set up.  Their staff of 3 and our staff will

                     meet.  Their Parish Pastoral Council is not very active.
C. Ringing of bells during mass.  Is there a policy?  Will Sacred Heart and St. Rose follow the same mass procedures?

                            RESPONSE:  There is no policy on the ringing of  bells during

                            mass!  Father Crowley sees no reason to change the procedures 

                            presently being used at Sacred Heart and St. Rose of Lima even

                            though they may be slightly different.  The Generations of Faith

                                  March meetings will go over the procedures done during mass so

                                  that  parishioners will have a better understanding as to why certain

                                  things are done and the meaning behind them.  All parishioners are

                                  welcomed to attend.
D. Any decisions or discussions with office staff and Father Crowley regarding memorial masses?  Should the number of masses for any one person be limited within a year – or other alternatives that would open up the ability for others to have memorial masses said?

               RESPONSE:  Memorial masses:  New policy for Sacred Heart - Limit of 

               one mass per month per family (with some exceptions as they arise) and 

               not to exceed 12 per year.  Although it may be difficult to keep track of, 

               Holly Clark will do her best.

            New policy for St. Rose of Lima – Limit of one per month per family with
            no more then 6 per year due to the limited number of masses conducted in 

            Rochester.

II. New business:

A. Should we be planning ahead for PPC elections?  (May??)
                  RESPONSE:  YES! Conducting speeches during masses regarding the
                  PPC elections would be difficult from Easter thru the end of May due to
                  the First Communion schedules.  Masses are already longer during this 
                  time.  However, if the speech is short and conducted at the very end – it 
                  might be agreeable to the parishioners.  The following dates have been
                  decided upon in an effort to conduct the PPC elections at Sacred Heart and 
                  St. Rose of Lima for this year:

Sat. May 23 and Sun. May 24 = brief speech to be given by  PPC members at all masses.  NOTE:  copy of the speech will be sent via email to all members so that the message being given will be consistent.  However, the message can also be personalized if the PPC member would like to do so.

Sat. May 30 and Sun. May 31 = nominations continue to come in with Father Crowley contacting those nominated to make sure they’d like to have their name placed on the ballot.

Sun., June 7 = nominations close

                        Sat. June 13 and Sun. June 14 = elections conducted at all masses and to
                        be run by members of the PPC.  *Holly Clark will put the ballot together

                        and run it off.  She will also get the pencils needed for voting but it is

                        suggested that present members of the PPC do the rest.
Sun. June 14 = PPC meeting to count ballots and conduct other business – 6:30 p.m.

                        Retiring this year from Sacred Heart are:  Bill Pye, Cathy Levesque and
                        Barbara Norvish.

            Retiring this year from St. Rose of Lima is:  Jack Roussell
                 **Those who will speak at the various masses during the weekend of May
                  23 and 24th will be decided at our next meeting.

                 B.  Registration for “Second Annual Co-Workers Conference” – Theme is 

                     “Hope for the Parish of the Future” – March 20, 2009, 9:30-3:30 in Weston,

                 MA.  Holly Clark, Gina Lewis, Carol Dias and Joyce Domingos will be

                 attending.  Anyone else who wishes to attend should contact Holly.  She

                 would like to register those attending prior to the March 11th deadline to

                 ensure that there is room. The conference is very popular.

C.Triduum Planning meeting – there will be a walk through on March 29th.  

      Special thanks to Holly Clark for all the work she did on the pamphlet

      entitled “The Great 90 Days.”  Excellent job and very informative.

         III. Other

A. Parish Picture Directories are now finally in process.

B. Father Evans from the archdiocese told Father Crowley that by 2015 there would be 1.2 priests for Sts. Martha and Mary, Sacred Heart and St. Rose of Lima.  Statistically this would force us to cut down on the number of masses presently being offered.  

C. Sacred Heart painting project -  Father Crowley made the decision to have the church painted.  It is the same painting company that did the alter area earlier.  They are now doing the ceiling, woodwork, walls and around the windows.  It did “blow the budget” as Father Crowley put it but it was much needed.  The cost is roughly $35,000.

D. Pastor at St. Peters in Plymouth, Father Leblanc, has been removed from duty pending the outcome of accusations of misconduct from 30 years ago.  

E. Parking lot behind the parish hall – The town of Middleboro is not interested in selling it to Sacred Heart.  The town is seeking grants from the state to have it fixed.  However, they continue to give their permission for the church to use it.

F. St. Vincent de Paul Society would like to put a box trailer behind the parish hall for the purposes of storing non perishable food pantry items that would also not be adversely effected by either cold or hot temperatures.  The trailer would be approximately 8’ wide x 10’ high x 20’ long and would have the ability to be securely locked.  This might discourage the parish hall from being broken into.  Father Crowley advised Bill Pye to make sure he checks out the plot plan of the parish hall lot to insure the trailer is placed legally on the property.

G. Thanks again to Holly Clark for her inclusion of the “Tips to Marriage” that appear in the bulletins.  Positive comments have come from their publication.
Next Meeting:  March 15, 2009

6:30 p.m. 

